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Survey results

• 74 returns out of 97 households = 76%

• Responses are listed for the following questions:
– Ages of children & adults

– If you moved from elsewhere to live within the village, why did you 
choose Priston?

– Employment – Homeworking/external

– Do you have pre-school or school age children – if so where do they 
attend school?

– What local facilities for children have you had experience of?

– What do you value about living in Priston?

– Is there anything you feel is lacking within the community, if so what?

– Do you have any views about any change of nature for the village?
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Reasons for choosing the village

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Close to Bath/Bristol
Countryside

Peace and quiet
The particular property

Village atmosphere
Born here
Marriage

Affordable
Agricultural holding

Good place for family
Childhood

Scenery
Pub

Quality of life
Small village

Build own home
Quiet roads

Church weather vane
Family connection
Land to new build

Lack of street lighting
Secondary school

Garden space
Lack of gentrification

Self sufficiency possible
Close to Midsomer

Attracted by website



Employment

Working 

Externally

(64)

Retired 

(35)

Homeworking

(26.5)



Schools

• Pre-school: Marksbury

• School

Wellsway, 10

Marksbury, 1

Farmborough, 3

High Littleton, 1

Monkton, 3

Downside, 3

Kingswood, 2

Prior Park, 4

St Mary’s 

Weston, 2



Local children’s facilities
• Bath Society of Young Musicians (1) 

• Bath swimming (1) 

• Bell ringing (1) 

• Bonfire Nights (1) 

• Buzz youth group (1) 

• Church Sunday School (2) 

• Coach Trips (1) 

• Cricket Club (6) 

• Farrington Gurney Young Farmers Club (1)

• Girl Guides, Kenysham & Combe Down (1)  

• Library – mobile (1)

• Local park in Marksbury, Newton St Loe, 

Radstock, Timsbury (6)

• Local countryside (7) 

• Mayday (3) 

• Midsomer Norton Leisure Centre (3) 

• Millennium Celebrations (1) 

• Music Lessons (1)

• Not needed (1)

• Priston toddlers (13) 

• Riding School (1)

• Sailing at Chew Lake (1)

• SNAP youth group (2)

• Sports centre, Keynsham (1); 

• Sports van (3) 

• St John’s Ambulance, Bath (1)

• Steam fairs (1)

• Swimming, Radstock (2)

• Tennis CourtsTimsbury (1)

• Village Hall for birthdays (1)

• Village Hall for Ping Pong (1)

• Village Hall for quick cricket (1)



What is valued

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Community spirit
Countryside & access

Peace & quiet
Friendly neighbours
Village atmosphere

Close to Bath or Bristol
Village events

Pub
Size of village

Safety
Walking

No street lighting
Light traffic

Views
Village Hall

Agricultural environment
Away from mad rush of the city

Childhood freedom
Church

Good social/age mix
Privacy

Village buildings
noise and light pollution

Small lanes rather than roads
Bridleways
Bus to Bath

Landform and field shapes
Large garden

No second homes
Church bells

Mobile library
No aggression
Saturday café

Space
Summer evenings

Website



What is lacking

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Shop or farm shop/ post office

Children’s area: older

Children’s area: younger

Traffic control

Transport improvement to Bath

Affordable housing, small amount

Housing for young families

Poor road/drain maintenance is poor

Tennis court

Fast Broadband

Children’s countryside activities

City facilities

Cricket nets

Inclusiveness

Nothing

Appreciation of quality of village children

Parish Council not even handed

Parish Council Information in Wilmington

Vehicle weight/size restrictions

Recycling facilities

Road gritting near Wilmington

Sports facility for multi-use

Traffic control – no speed bumps please

Transport to Timsbury/Keynsham

Wilmington community facilities

Youth organisation



Attitude to change: negative
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Village should stay as it is
Greenbelt should not be used

Traffic increase unwelcome
Small villages are vanishing

Roads – no widening please
Village must remain non suburban

Brownfield land should be used first
Broadband not nearly good enough

Village parking congestion is increasing
Rat-running on roads is too much

Social mix not to change
Already changed from small farming
Holiday/second homes undesirable

Roads no link to any future Bath bypass
No street furniture

Weight restriction on lorries needed
Village is always changing

Village must not become a museum piece
Agricultural demise regretted

Houses, empty elsewhere for possible use
Litter increase feared

Local roads width restriction needed
Pollution increase feared

Roads no new major roads in this area
Roads: no yellow lines

No telephone masts
Speed limits ignored

Transport access needs improving
Existing transport should be valued

Will move abroad if large housing expansion
Vandalism increase feared

No wind turbines
Wildlife should not be shot in breeding season



Attitude to change: positive
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Village architecture must be respected

Affordable housing: need for some

Additional housing restricted to 10% of current no.

Social mix needs younger and less affluent

Village must evolve

Employment opportunities  needed

Housing: small infill only

Houses for rent, some required

Pub needs to be sustained

Community led decisions not central directives

Car parking for pub needs support

Houses, new small be attached to existing buildings

Houses, new small to be placed in large garden

Industry: small suitable light industry to be encouraged

Plan for ‘little & larger’ house on same plot

Planning should be more progressive

Pub, beer garden needs supporting

Pub: use for shop?

Pub: use for mobile library?

Village Hall joint bar with the pub?

Village Green/Hall car park – social get-togethers?


